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Immediately before the election 18 BPC 

members released voting intentions

(mostly polls, some MRPs)

These broadly forecast the outcome of the 

election

However, Labour support was over-stated and 

Conservative party was under-stated

General Election polls tended to overstate Labour and understate Conservative party
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Background

Confidential

Background

Source: https://www.britishpollingcouncil.org/the-performance-of-the-polls-in-the-2024-general-election/ 

Average voting intentions for the 18 BPC members vs GB results 
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Although notable that:

• All pollsters overstated Labour lead

• Range of 7pts between pollsters 

somewhat smaller than earlier in 

2024 and at various points in 2023 
e.g., in late February 2023 the range was 
16pts (11pts-27pts)

Labour lead over the Conservative party ranged from 13pts to 20pts
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Reasonable variation in VIs between pollsters
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Background

Labour lead over the Conservative party - GB

(18 final VIs from BPC members)

Election result = 10.3pts

Source: https://www.britishpollingcouncil.org/the-performance-of-the-polls-in-the-2024-general-election/ 

https://www.britishpollingcouncil.org/the-performance-of-the-polls-in-the-2024-general-election/
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Twelve of the 18 VIs published have data 

tables with sufficient information to 

determine proportion of likely voters 

aged 65+*

Proportion aged 65+ ranges from 24% - 33%

As context, ONS mid-2022 population 

estimates indicate 65+ are 23.8% of the 

general population of GB aged 18+

The proportion of likely voters aged 65+
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Age profile of likely voters also varied between pollsters
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Voter age profile

Percentage of likely voters aged 65+ 
(for 12 estimates available)
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*Tables including weighted bases of the different age groups used for the published headline Voting Intentions 
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Younger voters more likely to favour Labour, 65+ Conservatives
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Age was strongly correlated with vote choice at 2024 election
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Voter age profile

Verian 2024 pre-election polls – smoothed vote share
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The proportion of 65+ in the likely voter 

sample has a negative association with the 

Labour lead

For every 1pt increase in proportion of likely 

voters aged 65+ there is a 0.44pt decrease in 

Labour lead

p-value = 0.03

R2 = 0.39
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As a result, the Labour lead over Conservatives in each poll is 
associated with the age balance of the likely voter sample 
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Voter age profile

Labour lead over Conservative party - as a function of the 

percentage of likely voters aged 65+
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However, we can look back at BES RP 

surveys from previous elections to get 

an idea as to what the age profile tends 

to be at general elections

Very consistent pattern, although turnout 

level  broadly similar at each of these  

elections

• 2015 – 66%

• 2017 – 69%

• 2019 – 67%

We will need to wait until the publication of the 2024 BES RP survey for definitive data
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What was the age profile of voters in 2024?
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Voter age profile

Age profile of self-reported voters – BES RP surveys* (%)
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*For 2015 and 2017 where there is validated vote data available - the validated vote age profiles are very similar to the self-reported vote age profiles



Verian

Sixteen of the 18 BPC pollster published VIs 

including an age breakdown

We have “re-weighted” these polls by 

amending the contribution each age 

band has towards the overall VIs to match 

the 2019 BES voter age profile

Caveat – this re-weighting will affect likely 

voter profile in other respects and may 

introduce / increase impact of other biases
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Re-weighting polls 
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Re-weighting polls

Where published VIs have an age breakdown - we can reweight the contribution of each 
age band to match the BES 2019 age profile
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Labour vote share Absolute Error
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Re-weighting polls
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Re-weighting reduces error for 14 of the 16 

estimates

Fairly dramatic in some instances – reduces 

error by 1.8-1.9pts for 3 estimates

Across all 16 estimates:

• MAE of 3.9pts originally

• MAE of 3.3pts after re-weighting

Number of polls with AE <3 pts 

• 4 originally, 7 after re-weighting
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Conservative party vote share Absolute Error
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Re-weighting polls
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Reweighting reduces error for 13 of the 16 

estimates

Increases error for three estimates

Across all 16 estimates:

• MAE of 3.1pts originally

• MAE of 2.6pts after re-weighting

Number of polls with AE < 2pts – 

• 4 originally, 6 after re-weighting
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Improvement for two major parties
But offset to some extent by increased error for minor parties
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Mean Absolute Error across parties
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Re-weighting polls

Average VIs 16 estimates vs results 
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Total Error

Original = 11.1pts

Re-weighted = 10.6pts

Change in 

Absolute Error
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Conclusions & thoughts
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Final thoughts…

There was reasonable variation in final VI estimates – although all understated Conservatives and 

over-stated Labour

• Polls with a relatively low proportion of over 65s in their likely voter sample tended to provide less accurate 

estimates for Labour and the Conservatives

Crude “re-weighting” of 2024 polls to match the voter profile from the 2019 GE generally reduces error 

for the two major parties & would have reduced number of polls with “large” misses

Although the “re-weighted” polls…

• Still over-stated Labour and under-stated Conservatives

• Increased error slightly for Green and Reform UK

…indicating other biases still remain
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Conclusions & thoughts

Confidential

Final thoughts…

Each election is different – so I don’t recommend specifically weighting polls to match the profiles of 

voters at previous election(s)

For instance, lower turnout in 2024 – likely to have affected profile of voters

• My hypothesis: drop in turnout was mainly among younger age groups, so voters in 2024 were older on 

average than those in 2015, 2017 and 2019 – to check once BES RP published

However, when modelling turnout and generating a likely voter sample to produce VIs, important to 

conduct sense checks on voter profile

• Use historical BES RP surveys as benchmarks

• Age balance is critical

• Can also do other checks – e.g., education level, region, gender, etc.

If profile is markedly different – suggest revisiting turnout modelling as there is likely to be an issue



Thanks for your time!

luke.taylor@veriangroup.com 

Luke Taylor


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Background
	Slide 3: Reasonable variation in VIs between pollsters
	Slide 4: Age profile of likely voters also varied between pollsters
	Slide 5: Age was strongly correlated with vote choice at 2024 election
	Slide 6: As a result, the Labour lead over Conservatives in each poll is associated with the age balance of the likely voter sample 
	Slide 7: What was the age profile of voters in 2024?
	Slide 8: Re-weighting polls 
	Slide 9: Labour vote share Absolute Error
	Slide 10: Conservative party vote share Absolute Error
	Slide 11: Mean Absolute Error across parties
	Slide 12: Conclusions & thoughts
	Slide 13: Conclusions & thoughts
	Slide 14: Thanks for your time!

